SAMPLE OF COMMENTS GIVEN BY PEOPLE SIGNING THE PETITION TO END THE WAITLIST AND GAIN PORTABILITY

· My daughter is disabled and has been on waiting list 7 of her 10 years and still waiting.

· I have 2 adult disabled sons and as I age, I fear for them. I need help to keep them at home but the waiting lists are years long. I do NOT want to put them in a Nursing home or facility but need more help!
Please address this ever growing problem!

· I'm a person with a developmental disability and would never consider moving to another state because I can't wait" for services that allow me to literarily live."

· Please do away with the wait list.  We are elderly and my husband has terminal cancer.  What happens to my son then?

· My brother-in-law was on the wait list for years.  When he moved to Broward County they told us 10 years.  Now almost 7 years later they are telling us another 10 years left.  We need assistance!

· My non-verbal autistic daughter has been on a waitlist for 4 years now.  We've spent our savings have aged 10 years in 5 and need to outlive our daughter so that she is cared for.  The only thing we can count on is our life insurance policies to help her when we die.  How sad is that!  Shame on the great old USA and the State of Florida.

· I have twins who are autistic and they have been on the wait list since 2003.  We really need your help.  We are going thru bankruptcy because of too much treatment bills for them.  But they need help now not after they grow up.

· Son with autism. I have a heart condition and will not be able to care for forever. He is employable and could live with supports. We are on the short term list in Georgia but may not see funds for years.

· I have two young kids with dev disabilities. It is important to get them services while they are young. They are not targeted to receive waivers for another 8-9 years each. By then, they will need more services than had we got them now.

· There is a 10 year wait list in Indiana.  My twin sons, 6 years old, will be 17 before receiving any services.  They need services now.

· I have two disabled teenage sons, and am a single parent. The need grows each day. Please help. Please eliminate waiting lists for our children. Please.

· My only son and daughter in law live in another state.  After 10 years my daughter just received the now waiver.  When something happens to me and my husband she would go to the bottom of the list in the state my son lives in where he would need to care for her.
· My son is soon to be on the wait list as he will be 18 in November. We do not make enough money to pay for other living arrangements or care so I will be looking at having to be unemployed.  We had hoped for better for all of our futures.

· I would love to live by my children and grandchildren, but because my services for my severely disabled daughter would end if I left Missouri ----I cannot.  I cannot also plan for her future when I am no longer here---I am now 60.
· As a 20 year military person, it has been extremely difficult to finally obtain needed services for my son under the Medicaid waiver and then to be transferred.  On being transferred the choices always have been - leave wife and child behind where there are services or move with orders to where services will have to be applied for and waited for all over again, and again, and again.

· Please end the waiting list today.  My son has been on the URGENT list since 2001.  Both my husband and I are not in the best of health and we would like to see our son placed while we are able to see it happen.

· My husband cannot take better paying jobs outside of New Mexico because we need the Medically Fragile program for our sons and cannot afford their care while waiting for other states programs to approve us.  Please Help!  This is a prime example of government keeping its people down!

· We are a military family who moves frequently.  We have a son with autism and have never been able to access certain services because the waiting lists are too long and by the time we reach the top, we are reassigned.  I know we are not the only family who has encountered this problem.

· The need for ending the waiting list is urgent! There are families out here struggling to take care of the loved ones alone, and the need for assistance in order for them to continue to care for their love ones at home is Urgent. I feel that some families may have no other option but to have their loved ones placed in long care facilities for people with disabilities. This will be taking 3 steps back in my opinion. What has happen to the concept of INCLUSION for Everyone?

· We've been waiting over 15 years for housing for our son.  We're getting OLD.

· Our good friend's daughter turned 21 and lost her Colorado state benefits.  The waiting list she is on is so long that they have been told that she will not receive benefits before they die.  They cannot afford to move and their situation is deteriorating rapidly as her daughter's frustration with fewer activities and outside contact is taken out in violent acts on her mother.  COMPLETELY UNACCEPTABLE!  CHANGE MUST OCCUR IMMEDIATELY!!

· My daughter has been on the waiting list for 5 years.  We know many others who've been waiting much longer.  Please help and make the wait shorter.

· After 10 years, we are still on waiting lists for services in Texas.  We also feel like we cannot move because we will go to the bottom of the list wherever we go.  It's like being held hostage.  We are in financial ruin having paid for therapies (all of which are not covered by insurance).  We need help.  Please help us.

· My aging parents are in another state. I am a single mother of an autistic adult. I am the only family member they have to help. I can't relocate or I lose the caregiver I require for my daughter so that I can work.

· I am the mother of an autistic child in which when we moved to UT, we lost the Medicaid waiver that my son was on in FL. Without being able to access these types of Medicaid waiver supports, I was forced to put my son in the states custody and as well, my school has had to take the back seat to fighting to get my son home and get him the services that we need. Please help me bring my son home from foster care.

