A Resolution:

Health Care Reform Must Eliminate Waitlists and

Allow for the Continuation/Portability of Services Across State Lines

 
Submitted to the President of the United States and Congress

WE HEREBY: 

RECOGNIZE that across the country hundreds of thousands of people with intellectual and other developmental disabilities languish on “waiting lists” for services and supports and cannot move freely from state to state once they acquire services, as they then go to the bottom of the waiting lists in their new state;

RECOGNIZE that the failure to provide funding for vital and critical services and supports creates waitlists that require years to climb to the top of the list;

RECOGNIZE that the failure to provide services and supports can lead to the loss of skills, unemployment, isolation, and family crises including serious emotional, physical health problems and premature death;

RECOGNIZE that the failure to allow for the continuation/portability of services across state lines causes people to lose their supports when they move to another state because of job relocations, military transfers, or the need to take care of a vulnerable family member. 

AFFIRM through signature of this resolution that our country’s laws must be changed and federal funds provided to help states eliminate the waitlists and authorize continuation/portability  of services and supports;

SEEK SOLUTIONS and LEADERSHIP to solve this critical problem;

URGE the President and Congress to work together to eliminate waitlists and provide continuation/portability  to services and supports to this country’s population with intellectual and other developmental disabilities in conjunction with health care reform. 

